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Everyday life permeated by generative AI.

Post-generative describes a societal condition in which generative artificial intelligence permeates everyday life. It shapes how people work, learn,
communicate, design and produce knowledge. Its outputs enter the information, tools and environments we encounter every day, affecting even those
who do not consciously use it. [1] Human and machine contributions become intertwined and increasingly difficult to distinguish. AI outputs are
increasingly adopted or passed on without people reviewing them individually. The volume and speed of generation can overwhelm human oversight. At
the same time, new dependencies emerge: whoever controls AI systems shapes access to knowledge and participation. Drawing on the idea of the
post-digital [2], the post-generative describes a world already transformed by generative AI, whose possibilities, expectations and conflicts it helps to
shape.
TERM HISTORY / With this new term, the author team Brünner, Ebner et al. aims to put the condition they perceive into words. While searching for a term, we found it already in use with a different meaning: in Kyoto
in 2025 as ポスト生成AI共生社会 (“Post-Generative AI Inclusive Society”). [3] [4]

GENERATIVE AI PERMEATES SOCIETY

GENERATIVE AI
produces what we read, perceive and use

interacts with every
area of society

EDUCATION
Learning · Teaching · Personalised education

SCIENCE
Research · Evaluation · Review · Synthesis

WORK & ECONOMY
Productivity · Decisions · Dependencies

POLITICS, STATE & LAW
Participation · Administration · Power

ARTS & CREATIVITY
Images · Design · Music · Video

MEDIA & PUBLIC SPHERE
Text · News · Content · Debates

RELIGION & IDENTITY
Meaning · Pastoral care · Rituals · Reflection

PRIVATE LIFE & HEALTH
Questions · Recommendations · Deepfakes

Human and machine contributions become intertwined.

ADOPTION EU 2025: 32.7 % of people aged 16-74 used GenAI in the previous three months. [5] More than 70 % of the ChatGPT messages analysed in 2025
were unrelated to work. [6]

TWELVE INDICATIONS OF A POST-GENERATIVE PRESENT

01 Student life changes.
Nagler, Mayr et al. (2026): over 14,000 incoming
TU Graz students, 2011-2025. More AI and tablets,
less Wikipedia and open source. Digital sovereignty
becomes a challenge. [7] MIT (2026) issues a call
to action: only 25 % of surveyed students feel well
prepared for AI. [8]

02 Understanding matters.
The Association for Human Mathematics criticises
OpenAI’s AI-generated mathematical results. Heise
reported on the conflict over human understanding
and scientific norms. Contextualising and checking
matter more than mere generation. [9]

03 Evidence of learning changes.
FHWien / Kroop (2026): an experimental approach
to master’s theses centres on process, traceable
decisions and verifiable artefacts. Academically
convincing text alone becomes a less reliable sign
of understanding. [10] Process and accountability
matter more.

04 Apps need only an idea.
Meyer (2025): a proteomics web app from four
prompts, reportedly in under ten minutes. [11]
Wang et al. (2026): a brachytherapy inventory app
in about 13 hours and 115 prompts. Case
examples, no general guarantee. [12]

05 Software can be generated.
Artcraft: a developer uses AI to build open-source
Adobe alternatives. Still an early alpha with missing
and broken features. derStandard.at reports on
emerging possibilities in software development. [13]

06 Review cannot keep pace.
Torvalds (2026): a flood of duplicate AI security
reports; he calls for real understanding. [14]
Stenberg (2026): overload even from better reports.
[15] Kalz (2024): an AI-generated textbook reuses
passages; the publisher sees no plagiarism. [16]
The human in the loop becomes a bottleneck.

07 Software on the fly.
OpenAI’s Intelligent UI [17] already generates
interactive calculators, games and interfaces right
within a conversation: tools emerge at the moment
of need but can create new dependencies. Our
thesis: everyday life is increasingly situated
co-generated.

08 AI joins the cabinet.
Since 2025, Albania has used the virtual minister
“Diella” for public procurement. ORF reports
investigations against its operators, a constitutional
challenge and a lawsuit by the actress whose face
and voice were used. [18]

09 AI helps with knowledge reviews.
Wagner et al. (2026) describe AI-assisted literature
reviews: summarising, extracting and answering
questions. Their methods paper discusses
opportunities and risks for scholarly knowledge
work. [19] Critical review becomes a key skill.

10 Creatives push back.
Creative Bloq reports protests from the Blender
community against OpenAI’s advertising. The artist
whose work appears in the advert voices outrage.
Generation reshapes disputes over creative work.
[20]

11 The Church draws lines.
According to media reports, Pope Leo XIV warned
the priests of his Diocese of Rome against having
AI write their sermons. AI cannot pass on faith, he
said, and thinking, too, needs exercise. [21]

12 AI develops AI.
Chan et al. (2026) ask whether automated AI
research could trigger an intelligence explosion.
The Cambridge paper describes a possible
acceleration mechanism and its risks. A future
scenario, no proof of present ubiquity. [22]
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